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RESPONSE TO REFERRAL FROM SOUTH LAKELAND LOCAL 
COMMITTEE – INTEGRATED PARKING STRATEGY

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report is a response to the referral from South Lakeland Local 
Committee of 17 July 2014, which is the subject of a separate Report to 
Cabinet, requesting that Cabinet develop an integrated strategy with 
other local authorities and bodies, for on and off-street parking across 
Cumbria

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) has not been carried out and is 
not deemed necessary. 

2.2 Parking management contributes to the Council Plan Priorities of:

 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 
transport network

 To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Cabinet agrees in principle to the need for a county wide parking 
strategy but does not at this stage commit to the introduction of the 
strategy until further work has been done to identify a basis for its 
introduction. 
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4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 At the meeting of the South Lakeland Local Committee (SLLC) on 17th July 
2014 it was resolved that a referral be made to Cabinet seeking that Cabinet 
consider developing an integrated strategic direction for on- and off-street 
parking across Cumbria. SLLC considered that this would ensure 
consistency, improve quality of service to users, and enhance the tourist 
economy.

4.2 At present both the on-street and off-street parking arrangements are 
managed by separate organisations through the county, district local 
authorities, National Park Authorities, the National Trust and other bodies.

4.3 South Lakeland Local Committee considers that the current arrangements 
leaves tourists annoyed at the fact the tickets can’t be transferred between 
the car parks, as well as being confused over the differing costs for parking.

4.4 The County Council would support measures which help co-ordinate the 
management of on and off-street parking and acknowledges this could be a 
welcome boost to tourism. However, previous attempts to progress this have 
been unsuccessful, primarily due to the difficulty in bringing such a large 
group, with widely differing priorities, together..

4.5 South Lakeland Local Committee is seeking the support of Cabinet to 
develop a single pricing and ticketing structure in the interests of all users, 
by working with the various car park operators. Whilst previous attempts to 
develop it have not progressed, it is felt that a further attempt, with Cabinets 
support may prove more successful once the conditions for such an 
arrangement are in place.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Cabinet approve the recommendation of this report not to progress with a 
strategy at this time or

5.2 that an approach is made to all agencies involved to invite them to develop a 
joint strategy for on and off-street parking and the matter is progressed from 
that point for future approval by each body.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The development of an integrated on and off street parking strategy would 
require agreement between all involved parties on how an integrated 
approach to parking would be administered and, if single ticket parking were 
introduced, how the costs and revenues would be allocated to each party.  
The administration of such a scheme is likely to be complex and care would 
be needed that the costs of administering the scheme do not outweigh any 
potential benefits.



6.2 Given the above issues, the recommendation not to commit to the 
introduction of the  integrated strategy, until further work has been done on 
identifying a basis for introduction, would appear to be the best use of 
resources.   There is currently no budget to cover the cost of the 
identification work required. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 It is the responsibility of Cabinet to receive and consider referrals from local 
committees. 

7.2 If the Recommendation is agreed, there are no legal implications at this 
stage.  

7.3 However, should Cabinet decide to adopt the option at paragraph 5.2 of this 
Report, then formal legal agreements would need to be entered into with the 
relevant authorities and bodies involved but these would be subject to a 
further report to Cabinet and the legal implications included at that time.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 Although the Local Committee have requested that Cabinet consider an 
integrated strategic direction for on and off-street parking across Cumbria 
given past experience of this topic there is a low likelihood of a strategy 
being supported by all parking operators. 

Jim Savege
Corporate Director – Environment and Community Services

November 2014
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